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Sunday 9th August 2020 
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Our programme for this Sunday  
All our chapel Sunday and mid-week mee ngs will remain cancelled un l further 

no ce  (see also page 3) 
...BUT 

...We are using Zoom to meet online  
on Sunday morning at 9.30 am for a prayer mee ng,  

and 11.00 am for an act of worship. 
This morning we will take a look at some words of Jesus 

If you are able to join with us from your home we’d love to see you; so… if you 
have not received an invita on and would like one,  

What's on(line) this week. Email us if you would like to be added to the 
Zoom invita ons to any of these ac vi es 

Monday 
• Our weekly prayer mee ng at 7.30 pm. 
   Come and join with spoken or silent prayers. 
Thursday 
• Chat Café is now on holiday un l the end of August 

Prayer of Approach 
Oh God of welcome, You invite me into Your family. Today I sit at Your 
table. I savour Your word to me. May I receive all the nourishment You 
have for me today. 
Lec o365  
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Ma hew 15:1-20 New Interna onal Version 
That Which Defiles 
15 Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from 
Jerusalem and asked, 2 “Why do your disciples break the tradi on of the 
elders? They don’t wash their hands before they eat.” 
3 Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the sake 
of your tradi on? 4 For God said, ‘Honour your father and mother’ and 
‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.’ 5 But 
you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help 
their father or mother is ‘devoted to God,’ 6 they are not to ‘honour their 
father or mother’ with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake 
of your tradi on. 7 You hypocrites. Isaiah was right when he prophesied 
about you: 
8 “‘These people honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from 
me. 
9 They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.’” 
10 Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and 
understand. 11 What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile 
them, but what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.” 
12 Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know that the 
Pharisees were offended when they heard this?” 
13 He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will 
be pulled up by the roots. 14 Leave them; they are blind guides. If the 
blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.” 
15 Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.” 
16 “Are you s ll so dull?” Jesus asked them. 17 “Don’t you see that 
whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the 
body? 18 But the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from 
the heart, and these defile them. 19 For out of the heart come evil 
thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, the , false tes mony, 
slander. 20 These are what defile a person; but ea ng with unwashed 
hands does not defile them.”  
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LET US PRAY…   
• With worship for our great God 
• For our friends and neighbours - for Craig - s ll in hospital and s ll very 
poorly but slowly improving and the family Nicholls; for Rob and Elaine; 
for Elizabeth and Jim. 

• With thanks for our con nued desire to worship and pray together. 
• For the work and support of so many of our fellowship in pastoral 
service 

• With awareness of God’s grace and then with grateful thanks for 
answered prayer 

• For wisdom in the re-opening of our church building 
 

O gracious and holy Father, 
give us wisdom to perceive you, 

diligence to seek you, 
pa ence to wait for you, 

eyes to behold you, 
a heart to meditate upon you, 

and a life to proclaim you, 
through the power of the Spirit 

of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Benedict of Nursia (c.550)  

Covid-19 
There have now been guidelines issued by the Government to help 
places of worship to reopen. 
However, given the number of restric ons, e.g. we cannot sing, or 
partake in a er-service refreshments and of course we must maintain 
social distancing at all  me, we do not yet feel it is the right  me to re-
open. 
Please be understanding. Your prayerful support is much need. 
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Where are the men when we need them? 
It might be just my imagina on (which is probably doub ul since I don’t 
have much of one), but it feels that our churches are more and more 
being populated by women. 
Now I don’t have anything against that (although I know that there are 
in ma ons in scripture that roles in church should be allocated 
according to gender), but I do have a concern that men in general don’t 
seem to be as inclined to meet in worship and in with all the ac vi es 
that a church occupies itself with. 
I don’t necessarily think this is a new phenomenon, a er all there have 
been women’s mee ngs for years - our own denomina on has had a 
Women’s Auxiliary for years. Now renamed Women of Ac on, it has 
become a powerhouse in our denomina on’s desire for renewal. 
So where is the men’s equivalent? Good ques on.  And where are the 
men to accompany our women into the everyday fellowship of our 
churches? When I wonder was the last  me any of our churches had a 
man come along and say that he’d like to join our fellowship? 
Maybe church is just not ‘manly’ enough and we are stuck in a mould of 
‘tea and biscuits' Chris anity. How sad if that is the case if for no other 
reason that we are selling the gospel so short.   
The reality is that it takes courage to be a living, breathing, witnessing 
and affirming believer. And can I suggest that it is o en our women who 
are doing it. 
So, come on you men, you husbands, you singles, you ‘I’d love to come 
to church but the lawn needs mowing’ men. Young men and old, take up 
the challenge and fight the good fight of faith along with the rest. As the 
prophet Joel said “... I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons 
and daughters will prophesy. Your old men will dream dreams, and your 
young men will see visions”. Age is no hindrance - let’s see some dreams 
dreamt and visions brought to frui on by a new genera on of 
churchmen. 

Sandiacre lock, Erewash canal 
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