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Sunday20th September 2020 

J                   C                     
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Our programme for this Sunday  
All our chapel Sunday and mid-week mee ngs will remain cancelled un l further 

no ce - ...BUT 
...We are using Zoom to meet online  

on Sunday morning at 9.30 am for a prayer mee ng,  
and 11.00 am for an act of worship. 
This morning - A wedding invita on 

If you are able to join with us from your home we’d love to see you; so… if you 
have not received an invita on and would like one,  

please email us at civ.griffydam@gmail.com 

What's on(line) this week. Email us if you would like to be added to the Zoom 
invita ons to any of these ac vi es 

Monday 
•Our weekly prayer mee ng at 7.30 pm 
   Come and join with spoken or silent prayers. 
Thursday 
•Chat Café is s ll on holiday. We are looking at the possibility of mee ng again in 
church or maybe back to Zoom. Watch this space. 

Prayer of Approach 
Father God, open my eyes, s r my heart and teach me how, ‘To act justly 
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with…’ You today. (Micah 6:8)  
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LET US PRAY…   
• With worship for our great God 
• For our friends and neighbours - for the con nuous improvement of 
Craig and for the family Nicholls; For Lisa M; for Rob and Elaine; for 
Elizabeth and Jim as Elizabeth con nues her treatment, for those who 
are dear to us personally. 

• With thanks for our con nued desire to worship and pray together. 
• For our friends at Mandritsara  
• For all of our youth who are off to various educa onal establishments - 
some for the first  me. 

• With awareness of God’s grace and then with grateful thanks for 
answered prayer 

• For wisdom as we see churches around us opening - that we might 
make the right decisions for all of our possible start-ups, and for each of 
our local churches as each seeks to make right decisions. 
James 1:5 

 
The Collect of the day 

Almighty God, whose only Son  
has opened for us a new and living way into your presence: 

give us pure hearts and steadfast wills 
to worship you in spirit and in truth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen  
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Shugborough Hall 

Ma hew 22:1-14 - New Interna onal Version 
The Parable of the Wedding Banquet 
22 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He 
sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell 
them to come, but they refused to come. 
4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been 
invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fa ened ca le have 
been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ 
5 “But they paid no a en on and went off—one to his field, another to 
his business. 6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed 
them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those 
murderers and burned their city. 
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those 
I invited did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite 
to the banquet anyone we find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the 
streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as 
the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he no ced a man there 
who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked, ‘How did we get in 
here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless. 
13 “Then the king told the a endants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw 
him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 
14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”  
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Revival? 
I regularly receive an email from J John’s organisa on, and today he was wri ng 
about Robert Murray M’Cheyne. He was a Sco sh minister, born in 1813 and 
who died aged 29, but who packed into those years a wealth of tes mony.   
He worked long and hard for his congrega on, and during a period of illness he 
was sent away to Pales ne.  
During his absence, revival (see the note below) broke out in his home church in 
Dundee. 
And that set me thinking about what is most important in my church life.  
how would I feel if, a er (in my opinion), I have been working for years in my 
church, doing all of those jobs that no one else wants to do, and striving to be 
there when no one else is, and then I go away for a few weeks, and revival breaks 
out while I’m away? 
Would I think “that’s most unfair” a er all the work I’d done, or even be jealous 
of those who were first-hand partakes in the outpouring of blessing. Or would I, 
like Rev M’Cheyne, rejoice over souls saved and God glorified? 
The apostle Paul wrote, “Who do you think Paul is, anyway? Or Apollos, for that 
ma er? Servants, both of us—servants who waited on you as you gradually 
learned to entrust your lives to our mutual Master. We each carried out our 
servant assignment. I planted the seed, Apollos watered the plants, but God made 
you grow.  
It’s not the one who plants or the one who waters who is at the centre of this 
process but God, who makes things grow. Plan ng and watering are menial 
servant jobs at minimum wages. What makes them worth doing is the God we 
are serving. You happen to be God’s field in which we are working.” 1 Corinthians 
3:5-9 
So wherever we are at, and whatever we are called to do it, count it all as service 
to a great and glorious God – and keep praying. 
One defini on of revival is “…God revealing Himself to man in awful holiness and 
irresis ble power. It is such a manifest working of God that human personali es 
are overshadowed, and human programmes abandoned. It is man re ring into 
the background because God has taken the field. It is the Lord making bare His 
holy arm, and working in extraordinary power on saint and sinner.’” (Arthur 
Wallis - ‘in the day of Thy power’). 
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